Network architecture

The Front Porch PorchLight™ is a TCP/IP appliance that resides within a provider’s network managing content insertion for network users. Providers use the PorchLight to manage sessions for RADIUS, DHCP and static IP users so that services can be delivered at appropriate times during their Internet sessions. Services include creating a captive portal, URL redirection, and in-browser messaging and advertising to network users while they surf the Internet.

The PorchLight accommodates users regardless of their operating systems, browsers, connection speeds or client devices. The solution does not require the use of cookies or any client-side software. The PorchLight manages HTTP requests and forwards all traffic to the Internet with minimal latency and without modifying users’ IP addresses. The PorchLight can modify response packets received from web servers to insert or modify content based on services scheduled by the provider. Content can be served at login and at timed intervals as well as when subscribers surf to specific sites.

The PorchLight 5500XL extends Front Porch’s powerful suite of services to large scale national network providers and ISPs. With advanced features such as fully passive installation, the ability to network many units, and support for bandwidths up to 11 Gbps, the 5500XL truly is our flagship product.

Passive Installation

The 5500XL is the first PorchLight to be installed completely passively using one of several installation methods including a network tap, Policy Based Routing, or Port Mirroring. By enabling passive installation, we have permanently removed the PorchLight 5500XL as a point of failure in your network while improving traffic capacity.

